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Program Notes 
Flash Point draws from the tried and true wind band traditions of a “flash and trash” 
piece.  Meant to be a concert opener, the work is based on the fanfare figure that opens 
the work and is harmonically based on a chromatically expanding three note collection. 
That harmonic progression becomes the foundation over which a more fluid melody is 
presented. I hope this evokes the band works of composers such as Gould, Hanson, 
Persichetti, etc., with a more contemporary flavor. 
 

About the Composer 

James Paul Sain (b. 1959) is Professor of Music at the University of Florida where he 
has taught electroacoustic and acoustic music composition, theory, and technology. He 
founded and directed the internationally acclaimed Florida Electroacoustic Music 
Festival for 17 years. His compositional oeuvre spans all major acoustic 
ensembles, instrumental and vocal soloists, and embraces electroacoustic music. 
His works have been featured at major national and international societal events. He has 
presented his music in concert and given lectures in Asia, Europe, South America and 
North America. Dr. Sain is President Emeritus of the Society of Composers Inc. He 
previously served for several terms on American Composers Alliance Board of 
Governors. His music is available in print through American Composers Editions and on 
CD on the Capstone, Electronic Music Foundation, Innova, University of Lanús, Mark 
Masters, Albany and NACUSA labels. 
 

Most current and machine-readable forms of the above prose can be found at –  
http://jamespaulsain.com/ or via email – jsain@ufl.edu 

 
 
 

duration: ca. 5'00" 



Instrumentation 
 
Piccolo 
Flute 1&2 
 
Oboe 1&2 
Bassoon 
 
Eb Sopranino Clarinet 
Bb Clarinet  1-3 
Bb Bass Clarinet 
 
Eb Alto Saxophone 1&2 
Bb Tenor Saxophone 
Eb Baritone Saxophone 
 
F Horn 1-4 
 
Bb Trumpet 1-3 
Trombone 1-2 
Bass Trombone 
Euphonium 
Tuba 
 
Piano 
 
Timpani (3) 
Percussion 1 

• snare 
• triangle 

Percussion 2 
• bass drum 
• crash cymbal 
• wood block 

Percussion 3 
• orchestra bells 
• xylophone 



&

&

&
?

&
&
&
?

&
&
?

&
&

&
&

?
?
?
?

&
?

?

÷
÷

÷

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

45

45

45

45

45

45

45

45

45

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

44

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

43

88

88

88

88

88

88

88

88

88

Piccolo

Flutes 1-2

Oboes 1-2

Bassoon

Eb Clarinet

Clarinet 1

Clarinets 2-3

Bass Clarinet

Alto Sax 1-2

Tenor Saxophone

Baritone Sax

French Horns 1-3

French Horns 2-4

Trumpet 1

Trumpets 2-3

Trombones 1-2

Bass Trombone

Euphonium

Tuba

Piano

Timpani
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