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Program Note 
Dystopia is an exploration of several scalar patterns and their inherent harmonic resources.  The 
first movement contrasts a percussive piano part with angular saxophone writing.  The second 
movement allows the saxophone to sing, first alone, then above the slow moving piano, ending 
again with the solo saxophone.  The last movement is to be played at a metronome marking of 
mm=120 (or better); a highly linear texture is punctuated by verticalizations of the melodic 
material.  The title, often used in science fiction to describe a bleak post-apocalyptic future, is the 
opposite of utopia. 
 

James Paul Sain 
Brief Biography 

 
James Paul Sain (b. 1959) is Professor of Music at the University of Florida where he teaches 
electroacoustic and acoustic music composition, theory, and technology. He founded and directed 
the internationally acclaimed Florida Electroacoustic Music Festival for 17 years. His 
compositional oeuvre spans all major acoustic ensembles, instrumental and vocal soloists, and 
embraces electroacoustic music. His works have been featured at major national and international 
societal events. He has presented his music in concert and given lectures in Asia, Europe, South 
America and North America. Dr. Sain is currently President of the Society of Composers Inc. He 
previously served for several terms on American Composers Alliance Board of Governors. His 
music is available in print from Brazinmusikanta and American Composers Editions and on CD on 
the Capstone, Electronic Music Foundation, Innova, University of Lanús, Mark Masters, Albany 
and NACUSA labels. 
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